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T H E E XPERIMENTAL

eLAST MONTH'S MEETING®

Reported by Gary Y oung, our President

ast month’ smeeting isastory concerning a coffee
shop, a shot gun, an aligator, the FAA, and a
burning (then sinking) Piper product............

The February meeting , even though attended by only
8 members, was full of enthusaium and fun. Topics of
discussion ranged from our Chapter’s participation in the
JuneMAP airshow, to the details on our chapter sponsoring
the B-17 "Aluminum Overcast". The following members
volunteered, or should we say were presidentially
appointed, to coordinate the following responsibilities for
the B-17 tour. Being president, Gary automatically is the
tour director, (who's idea was this anyway?!), Bob and
Leannawill be the merchandise coordinators, Anatol will
handle the equipment/security position, while Mark and
Rick will co-direct the all-important promotion/advertising
part. We think direct real-time satellite links in all
languages to the entire free world and to the inner planets
would suffice for this last office.

If anyoneis flying out to BJJ, let Gary know. He has
some paperwork for dub technical advisor, Ed Hillman, to
fill outinorder for Edto keep hisposition. Need aco-pilot?

Gary spent a Friday night trying to fix some wingtip
parts and a $3,000.00 mold for Jeff Bede last week. Gary
could not convince Maxine to come along and make "a
date" out of the evening. She used to like things like that.
Women, go figure!

Now back to the story.............

(Continued on page 2)

EAA - 853 February Meeting

Date: Thursday April 18, 2002

Time: 7:30 PM

Place: Airspace Place (on the airport)
Speaker:  Forrest Barber

Topic: The History of Barber Airport

I R CRAFT A SsSsoOCIATION

B.F.Goodrich Co. test plane, “Miss Silvertown,” which held six
world records for speed and load carrying.

e OQOUR YESTERYEARS?®

( Editorsnote.....Thisarticleisfromthe book titled “ Akron and USSAkron
World's Largest Airship.” It was published by Akron Typesetting

Goodrich active In Experimental Work

S:ortly after the Wright brothers made their first
istoric flights in an airplane from the sand dunes of
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, the B.F. Goodrich Rubber
Company, America's oldest manufacturer of pneumatic tires,
began the manufacture of a few rubber products, including
tires for aeronautic uses. In the years which followed the
uncovered fuselage and pusher engine period, Goodrich
devoted increasing thought and experiment to the fledgling
aeronauticindustry, constantly improving itsproductsto meet
the requirements of this new means of transportation.
Following theworld war period, during which time Goodrich
manufactured balloons and airships for the government as
well astiresfor the United States and its allies, the company
purchased an airplane to be used for the testing of rubber
products designed to make safer the flight in air, and to
cushion the landings and takeoffs of airplanes on the ground.

Consequently Goodrich hastaken aprominent partinthe
development of aeronautics in this country and in Akron,
maintaining its test plane at the Municipal Airport, testing
new products in this vicinity, and using the now famous
airplane"Miss Silvertown" in carrying company officialsand
products throughout the country.

(More on Goodrich's involvement in aviation next month)
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e AST MONTH'S MEETING (cont. from pagel)?®

hile the coffee shop sheltered us from the bitter cold and snow that was dumped on us the night of the meeting ,

we talked of Sun-n-Fun and who was and who was not planning to go. The Aluminum Overcast positions were
then filled on the run, under the threat of the president's shotgun. Anatol then led us toward Kent's "Hall of Tech”, along the
snowy streets, with all of us just missing awreck. With all of usintrain following Anatol, the light turned red and he kept
on going. We sat and cursed while he disappeared in the heavy snowfall. Thetrain of cars, with it's leader far ahead and out
of sight, guessed to keep driving until theroad ended. All of ushoped no fenderswould be bent. When what to our wondering
eyes should appear, but Anatol's truck full of women and beer! What a party animal that guy is! We parked our carsin the
closest parking lot and madeit inside by 8 PM on the dot. We saw such neat things as airplanesin pieces and parts, made of
wood and of metal and old shopping carts. The ribswere all hung from the pegboard with care, in hopesthe glue would stink
lessoncethey'd gotten someair. Weall looked around at the airplanesin construction, knowing in our heartsthat formfollows
function. Airplanes are beautiful, most pilots would agree that they wished they could build one and then fly it for free. The
tour continued down a hall with cut-away engines literaly lining the wall. The jets engines were too cool, they soak up the
gas, make a nice sound, and go very fast. After much spinning, poking, and talk, Kent seemed deserted despite some of their
jokes. Last month’ s meeting was anicetime for everyone there. Bob had asnowball just miss his nice hair. Aswe each came
to our cars, we each found a present. A parking ticket of all things! Ten bucks we owe Kent for the FAA Czars. On Donner,
on Cupid, on Comet and Bob, on Anatol and Ken, on Leanna and Bob, dash away, dash away, dash away all.

What about the alligator you say? And the burning and sinking Piper part???? It's ssmple. Ken came with Gary who by
accident cut a guy off on the way to the meeting when a double lane road merged to one lane. (Hey aFord F-150 is bigger
than a Saab you know) The guy flipped Kenny the alligator, so he set fireto one of Gary'sold fin caps off of the Arrow. Ken
then threw the part at the Saab. The burning fin cap bounced off the Saab into the slush puddle next to the driver side door

and promptly sank............. That's the story and we're sticking to it.
e HE AR D I T O N T H E T ARMATC -
t seemstheZenof flying hashit Briggs............... theplan........ goonacruisewiththefamily, comeback fromthecruise,

fly hisfamily homeon an airliner. Hewould then meet up with Jeff Vercoe and fly homein hisnew Centurion. Itwas

sends the family along their way, goes the airport expecting to see his completed planeready to fly. Instead........... the plane
issitting without the interior and amillion wireshanging out of it. Now for PLAN B. Many dollarslatter, heisonanairliner
home hoping that he can hitch aride back to Floridawith some Sun-n-Fun goers. DIDN'T WORK........ SO...veene many more
dollars latter he went back to Florida via Delta Thursday night. Did you know a one way ticket via an airline costs as much
as around trip ticket? ....... Rick does....  Rumor has it Lou Luttrell got tired of missing out on the Friday Night Fly
Outs.....seems that big Baron he owns is too much airplane for a flight to
Carrallton......... sohegotanRV 8........ Ahhh........ Lou........ an RVS........... Question
here......With the Bodine Cessna 150 inthegroup......... doyouplantoleave an hour
after Bodineto get there at the sametime, or will you just circle himthewholeway?
And the EPA is till perplexed as to why all of the plants around Lou’s house in
Floridahave died due to the soil becoming so acidic. It seemsthat the soil changed
and the plants died while Briggs and V ercoe were waiting on the Centurion!........ I
wonder what that means? And last but not least....there has been a news release
from the SSSsss aircraft design team Anatol and Gary. They have debuted their
new design, reporting that after purchasing the jet engines they had to value
engineer their design. Giving up the enclosed cockpit, the second seat, wings and
instrument panel......they were proud they were able to keep the tricycle landing
gear configuration.............. citing thistricycle will go faster that any three year old
could possibly dream of peddling.

[ S
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OVERCAST?®

cALUMINUM

AA 853
will be
sponsoring the
visit of Aluminum
Overcast to Akron
Fulton Airport.
Aluminum
Overcast is owned
and operated by
the EAA
Foundation.
Currently it is scheduled to arrive AKR on the afternoon of
July 5™ and will give aflight to members of the media that
are brave enough to take to the blue sky. It will depart for
Columbus, Ohio on the 8™.
Just to give you some of the particulars of the EAA B-
17. The actual model number is B-17G-VE, and it’s serial
number is44-85740. 1t wasnicknamed Aluminum Overcast,
and wasdeliveredto the Army Air Corpson May 18", 1945,
Although this plane was born and delivered too late to see
action in World War |1, it does have an interesting history.

Some of it’ s history includes being purchased from the
military inventory in 1946 for......... are you ready for
this.....it might make you sick when you read
] ST $750.00. (Thisnumber iscorrect). The planehas
flown more that one million miles. It has served asa cargo
hauler, an aerial mapping platform, and in pest control and
forest dusting operations.

While the B-17 is at Fulton, we are in need of

e T H E R H E |

N B E C K

volunteers to help with many tasks that need to be
completed. One of the events we would like to sponsor isa
pancake breakfast........ Under the Wing of the 17......... open
to the community on Sunday July 7. If you can spare any
time, contact Gary Y oung, the President of EAA 853. | am
sure he has a position that isin need of help.

*HANGAR MANIA..... .

ttention all tenants of Akron Fulton
Airport............ Keep May 18™ open for awild and
fun evening. We will be having a progressive dinner in the
hangars at Fulton. Hereisthe basic concept; a meeting and
gathering place and Cocktails will be at AreoFlyers hangar
if they sign up to the event, Salad at the Aerodrome, Entree
at Building F, Desserts at Building E, awards at Building D.
During the evening, we want to have hangar doors wide
open so we can votefor peopl es choice awardsfor the hangar
with the largest mezzanine, the cleanest hangar, the hangar
with the most airplanes in it, the hangar with the most
unusual stuff, and the hangar with the most spare
parts........... just as an idea.
Theentreewill be provided by Airspace Placeand EAA
853, with the salads, desserts, etc being brought asacovered
dish by those that choose to come to the event. Thiswill be
a BYOB event, costs will be a mere $3.00 per person to
defray the cost of the entree. Tickets, so we can figure out
how much entreeto provide, will become availablelater this
month. Watch your e-mail and inside AirSpace Place as
more details unfold. Keep the date open and plan to
attend.............. it should be afun event.

E S C A P E o

am getting information pulled togther for fly-out to Rhinebeck, New York to see the |

Rhinebeck Aerodrome. If you have never been to the Aerodrome, you arereally missing '

out. The Rhinebeck Aerodromeisaflying museum. They perform the airshow with some of §
the oldest and most original aircraft that you can only imagine.

Tentatively | amlooking at departing AKR on the afternoon of Friday, August 23rd, seeing ! o
the History of Flight Airshow on Sturday, the 24", have an AKR group dinner that night at one | 4%
of the local restaurants, then fly home on Sunday, the 25™. If you have a faster plane, or have :
moretime on your hands, you may want to watch the World War | airshow that will be performed
on Sunday the 25". Rhinebeck sits along the Hudson River and isjust a beautiful location with |
many thingsto do. To give you aframe of reference, Rhinebeck is 341nm to the east. It would
take me approximately 3 hoursto get therein my Cruisair.

So if you are interested, send me an e-mail at ohlinger@neo.rr.com so | can get an idea of
how many want to go. From there, | will get particulars regarding rental cars, hotels, and where
we will have dinner on the 25"
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.see article this month, more details later

#  April 13, 10am to 2pm EAA 127 Spring Open House, Dick Harmon’s Hangar, Loraine County Regional Airport (LPR), speaker Cliff
Aluminum Overcast, “Under the wing of the 17" Pancake
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Experimental Aircraft Association

Akron Chapter 853
340 Merriman Road
Akron, Ohio 44303



